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SINKING OF THE

HISTORY MYSTERIES
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PRINCESS VICTORIA

Passengers aboard one of the first roll-on, roll-off ferries were doomed
when rough seas forced open the gates to the car deck during a routine
20-mile crossing between Scotland and Ireland over 50 years ago.

Bob O’Hara investigates the tragic sinking.

‘A 19th-century

disaster in the middle

of the 20th century.’

hose were the
headlines nearly 50
years ago on 31
January 1953 when the
Stranraer to Larne railway ferry
sank with the tragic loss of 133
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MAP OF THE Princess Victoria's final voyage.
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lives. The story is told in
several files at The National
Archives (TNA) in Kew.

An inquiry opened in Belfast
on 23 March 1953 and the report
was issued on 11 June 1953
under the Merchant Shipping
Act of 1894. Judge JH Campbell
presided. He heard that the
Princess Victoria was built by
William Denny & Brothers of
Dumbarton in 1947 and was
owned and operated by the
British Transport Commission.
He also heard from many
witnesses about what happened
on the fateful day.

At 0745 on 31 January 1953,
Captain James Millar Ferguson
took the decision, despite bad
weather, to make the routine
journey from Stranraer in
Scotland to Larne in Northern
Ireland, with around 177
persons on board. Two hours
after departing from Stranraer
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